
Points   about   the   target   language  
● When   considering   what   words   to   teach,   think   about   what   you   want   your   students   to  

do   with   the   target   language.   As   you   can   see   from   the   video,   in   the   final   task,   students  
had   to   create   their   own   movie   and   present   it   to   the   rest   of   the   class.   With   that   in  
mind,   the   teacher   focused   on   the   words   necessary   to   do   this   task.   In   the   video,   most  
words   were   nouns   related   to   people   (e.g.   a   director,   a   producer,   a   star,   etc.),   movie  
genre   (e.g.   sci-fi,   romance,   etc.)   and   nouns   to   describe   movies   (e.g.   the   plot,   the  
setting,   the   cast).   All   these   words   allow   the   students   to   talk   about   movies   with   simple  
language   (e.g.    The   director   of   this   movie   is…;   it   is   a   comedy;   the   movie   has   its  
setting   in   the   countryside,    etc.).   In   other   lessons,   you   may   want   to   focus   on   other  
words   such   as   verbs   (e.g.   to   star,   to   produce),   adjectives   (e.g.   a   gripping   movie)   or  
collocations   (e.g.   award-winning   actor)   

● Notice   how   the   teacher   focuses   on   those   aspects   of   pronunciation   that   are   difficult   for  
learners   (e.g.    thriller,   what’s,    etc).   

● Notice   how   the   teacher   does   not   focus   only   on   individual   words   but   also   on  
collocations   (e.g.    pitch   an   idea ).   

● As   you   can   see   from   the   video,   the   teacher    elicited    most   of   the   vocabulary.   This   is   a  
way   of   keeping   learners   engaged   throughout   the   lesson.   Some   useful   elicitation  
techniques:   

○ Show   a   picture   and   ask   learners   to   discuss   words   associated   with   it.   Check   if  
they   already   know   the   word   you   are   looking   for.  

○ Use   questions   such   as:    What’s   another   word   for…?    /    What   do   you   say  
when…?  

○ Explain   the   situation   and   ask   for   the   word   (e.g.:    If   I   need   to   catch   a   train   but   I  
arrive   late   at   the   station.   Do   I   catch   the   train?   (No),   so,   I’ve……   the   train.  
What’s   the   word?   (missed)  

● You   can   see   that   the   target   language   is   set   in   a   clear   context   (movies).   The   context  
can   be   provided   by   building   a   situation,   using   a   listening   or   reading   text,   doing   a   task,  
using   realia,   mime   (using   the   body   and   no   words   to   convey   meaning),   explanations,  
visuals   or   a   combination   of   these.   When   learners   learn   target   language   they   need   to  
know   what   it   means.   Contextualising   aims   to   help   learners   to   notice   and   understand  
meaning.  

 
 
 
Making   students   interested   in   the   topic  
 
At   the   beginning   of   a   lesson,   it   is   important   to   settle   the   students   into   the   lesson   so   that   they  
are   ready   to   work.    Warmers    are   often   used   to   raise   students’   energy   levels   or   to   make   them  
feel   comfortable   before   the   main   learning   of   the   lesson   starts.   They   are   not   always  
connected   to   the   topic   of   the   lesson;   for   example,   they   could   be   a   quiz,   game   or   pairwork  
activity.   If   students   do   not   know   each   other   or   do   not   know   the   teacher,   the   first   activity   can  
be   an    ice-breaker .   For   example,   in   the   ice   breaker   of   the   video,   students   ask   some   simple  
questions   to   the   teacher   in   relation   to   the   topic.   
 



While    warmers    settle   the   students   into   the   lesson,    lead-ins    introduce   the   content   of   the  
lesson.   Their   aim   is   to   focus   and   motivate   students   and   make   a   link   between   the   topic   of   the  
lesson   and   the   students’   own   lives   ( personalisation ).   As   you   can   see   on   the   video,   the  
teacher   has   three   questions   about   the   topic   that   are   directly   relevant   to   students’   lives   (e.g.  
Do   you   like   watching   movies,   how   often   do   you   go   to   the   cinema,    etc.).   Notice   how   the  
teacher   gives   a   demonstration   of   what   to   do   and   then   he   asks   students   to   discuss   in   pairs   to  
maximise   student   speaking   time.   At   this   moment,   not   a   lot   of   vocabulary   is   being   taught   but  
students   are   already   using   some   of   the   target   language.   This   is   a    great   opportunity   for   the  
teacher   to   know   how   much   students   already   know   about   the   target   language   and   what   he  
needs   to   clarify   in   more   detail   or   teach   in   the   presentation   stage.   
 
 
Using   the   target   language  
 
In   the   video,   the   teacher   makes   sure   that   students   use   the   language   in   a   meaningful   context:  
he   has   the   words   written   on   the   board   and   the   students   have   to   use   those   words   to   ask  
questions   about   a   movie   the   teacher   is   thinking   about.   What   students   can   do   with   the   target  
language   here   is   limited   (e.g.   ‘Who’s   the   director?   Is   it   a   drama?,   etc).   This   is   just   a   way   of  
using   the   language   in   a   controlled   setting   and   it   is   called   a    controlled   practice   activity .  
Notice   how   the   teacher   guides   students   in   the   use   of   language   from   very   controlled   (they  
ask   questions   to   the   teacher   who   can   check   if   they   are   using   the   right   words),   to   less  
controlled   with   pair-work.   Little   by   little   they   move   on   to    free   practice    in   which   students  
design   a   movie   using   the   words   they   have   learnt   in   the   lesson.   Notice   that   for   every   activity  
done   the   teacher   always   gives   a   demonstration   of   the   task.   
 
The   lesson   observed   here   has   a   main   speaking   element   to   it   but   writing   could   also   be  
encouraged   in   a   communicative   way.   For   example,   students   complete   a   film   review   with   the  
target   language   and   then   they   write   their   own   film   review   to   convince   their   partners   to   go   to  
the   cinema   with   them.  


