
Example materials taken from a published coursebook 

 

Analyse the following materials taken from Doff et al. (2015) and answer these questions:  

a) How are students introduced to the topic of the lesson?  

b) When do students look at the target language? Is the target language contextualised?  

c) How is meaning, form and pronunciation conveyed?  

d) How is the target language practised?  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 



 

Notice contextualisation of language and the communicative focus of every activity.  

 Ex. 1a encourages S-S communication with vocabulary that students should know by now. Notice that the 

words required to answer these questions are not the ones that are going to be taught in this lesson. This is 

the lead-in and as you can see the questions are personalised.  

 Ex. 1b provides some contextualisation and focuses on communication. This type of exercise reflects what 

people in a real-life situation do with a leaflet: when looking at it, would you be interested in going to the 

store yes or no? why?  

 Once students have been exposed to the language (without any teaching from the teacher), the students 

match the words with the pictures (notice that there are no definitions as images work better for elementary 

learners and for this type of words). This activity would work better if students were in pairs / small groups. 

They may not know all the words but they can guess and help each other. Then the teacher can elicit the 

answers and go through MFP with the help of exercises d and e.  

 Then exercises f and g make sure students use the language they have learnt to their own context 

(personalization) but this is quite controlled as it refers to the room where the teacher is.  

 Then the teacher could add another exercise with fill in the gaps or a crossword for spelling.  

 Finally, the teacher could add a free practice exercise in which students describe their own homes to their 

partners and then compare similarities and differences between their homes.  

As you can see, published materials generally follow the lesson stages that we have seen in the video:  

a) Lead-in 

b) Contextualisation of target language 

c) Focus on meaning, form and pronunciation of target language 

d) Controlled practice 

e) Free practice 

 

As you can see, teaching vocabulary is not a question of just matching words with definitions but is a question of 

creating a context that will help learners understand and use the language in a meaningful way.  

 

 

 

 

 

Materials taken from: Doff, A., Thaine, C., Puchta, H., Stranks, J., Lewis-Jones, P. (2015). Empower A2 Student’s book. 

Cambridge University Press, U5.  

 


